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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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in all things? The answer lies in His will to please the Father and not himself. When He was tempted of Satan (and the temptations were great) each temptation was countered with an "it is written". His ability to resist temptation as a man was because of a knowledge of the Father's will and a desire to follow it.


     Whether we realize it or not we have that same ability if we will only take it. Paul gives this assurance, " There hath no temptation taken you but such as man can bear (1 Cor. 10:13). That escape, my friend, is in the knowledge of God and a desire to please Him. In a cry of despair Paul said, "Wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me out of the body of this death?  I thank God (for the answer) through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then I of myself with the mind, indeed, serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin". (Rom 7:24-25) This neither condones 


nor excuses sin but wakes us up to face the facts. Sin is in our life and we must resist it at all cost. 


     Let each of us strive to follow the example of Jesus to resist sin in our life, and call upon the mercy of the Father through repentance when we fail.


			JP








Have you ever heard the phrase, “That is a gray area” in reference to the scriptures?  Have you stopped to think what that means?  The phrase “gray area” is not defined in the scriptures so I can only assume that this is the work of man.  Should a true follower of Christ say there are “gray areas” in the scripture? 


If you mix black and white together, you get gray.  For our subject of spiritual discussion it is important to relate “black and white” as being just as opposite as “good and evil”.  When people say, “That is a Black and White issue,” I believe they are really saying, “That is clearly something good or evil”.  If that assumption is true one can only conclude that if a subject is in the gray area it is hard to know if it is good or evil.  It is important to note that “gray” is NOT something that is neither good nor evil.  When a subject is neither good nor evil it is not black, white, or gray.  However, it can lead to something good or evil depending on what you do with it. In Hebrews 5, the author was challenging Christians to grow.  A particular characteristic to help identify spiritual maturity is in vs14, solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.  NAS


The attribute that the author uses to identify maturity is “the ability to discern good from evil.”  Notice that the author does not say that the characteristic of maturity someone who can present many different possible points of view with hard to understand bible-based-arguments to back each one up.  Sometimes it is hard to see if a matter is good or evil at first.  Thanks be to God that spiritual maturity does not just look at the first instance of a matter, but rather 











sex other than your spouse, movies or  television, drinking without getting drunk, going to the beach, physical interaction when dating, etc.  However, if you were honest with yourself would you really say these are “gray” issues?


_____________________________





Sheep Don’t Wallow





    The story is told of a lamb and its mother. It seems that the lamb passed a pig pen each morning on the way with its mother to the pasture. Watching the pigs wallow in the mud seemed like 


fun and on an especially hot day the lamb asks his mother if he jump the fence and wallow in the cool mud.


    She replied, “NO.” Then the lamb asks the usual question, “WHY?” The mother just said, “Sheep don’t wallow.”


     This did not satisfy the lamb. He 


felt she had “put him down”-------- exercised force which she shouldn’t have. As soon as the mother was out 


of sight the lamb ran to the pig pen and jumped the fence. He was soon feeling the cool mud on his feet, then on his legs and soon on his stomach. 


     After a few moments he decided he had better go back to his mother, but found that he could not. He was stuck! Mud and wool don’t mix. His pleasure had become his prison, and he was hopelessly bound by his own folly. 


     He cried and was rescued by the kindly farmer. When cleaned and returned to the fold, the lamb’s mother said again, “Remember Sheep don’t wallow!” 


     Sin is like that. It looks so nice --- so easy to escape whenever we wish but it is not so. Pleasure becomes our prison.


     Always remember “Christians Don’t Wallow.” (2 Peter 2: 14-22)





		(Author Unknown)











Gray Areas


By


Matt Jones





 the full spectrum of where a matter can lead.


        Paul in Romans 14:14-23 addresses these matters (or actions) that many Christians say are gray areas in a universal perspective.  Many people think that this is speaking only about eating unclean meats.  However, the scope of this passage goes much deeper.  Paul is using food (and drink) as an example to show Christians how they should lovingly view and treat other Christians.  In vs15, Paul gives the command: “Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died.”  NAS


As Christians, we must always watch out for our brothers and sisters to help each other get to heaven.  Paul used the word “food” in this verse, but the truth is that you could insert any matter or action you wish.  Our actions can destroy the Godly heart of another person for whom Christ died.  I do not believe that any of us would want that on our conscience.


The passage also provides some guidelines to help us know if the matter might destroy our fellow Christian’s Godly heart if they were to find out of our participation.  Verse 21 points out three distinct guidelines that we are to be aware of before we participate in any action.  For some reason it seems we remember the 1st, but forget the 2nd and 3rd.  We must ask and honestly answer these three questions:


1. Will my actions cause my brother or sister to stumble?


2. Will my actions offend my brother or sister?


3. Will my actions weaken my brother or sister?


Over time I have heard many Christians debate over “gray” areas such as: dancing, wearing flattering or revealing attire, close relationships with the opposite 
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 Doing Right    Reused 2014


To him therefore that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. (James 4:17)





     Why should we not consider doing right just because it is right? Oscar Wilde once wrote, "When a man is old enough to do wrong he should be old enough to do right also". The essence of Mr. Wilde's statement is that doing wrong or doing right is a matter of choice and not a mindless happening. That is certainly a statement of bible truth.  When someone engages in sin with the idea that they have no choice otherwise, they fool themselves. 


     The propensity to sin is natural because it is the lust of the flesh, lust of the eye, and the pride of life that lures us into sin.  Paul knew all to well when he wrote," For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me, but to do that which is good (is) not. For the good which I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I practise. (Rom. 7:18-19) One of the ironies of doing wrong is that almost everyone old enough to know better, knows when they are doing something wrong. We may not admit it but we know. The solution then is to know how and when to say no to sin and do it.


     When man asks, what does God expect of me?’ God sent his Son into the world, born of woman, to be the perfect example. Although divine he was also human, in all points tempted like as (we are, yet) without sin.. (Heb. 4:15). The very fact that He could be tempted bespeaks His human nature and it was his human nature that turned from sin. But how did Jesus resist 
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Bro. Wes Guyton who is recovering from  


surgery. Also remember his mother.


Sis. Pam Gay’s father.  


Bro. Rick Hulsey struggles with his health


Bro. Dennis Nash in rehab for his knee


Sis. Tiffney Wiggs having surgery Monday 


The rest of the Wiggs family who have been


battling the “bug”. 


Our expectant mother Anna Tramell


___________________________________


Up coming Dates to Remember





Bible Forum …………………March 22-26


VBS ………………………….June 14-18


Youth Forum ………………...July 9-11


__________________________________





Ladies Bible class


Monday night 7:30 


At the Building


      ___________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Bill Hodge


Song Leader----Ross Statham


Lord's Supper---Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 1-----Ken Gay


   Asst. 2-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 3-----Rodee Bruns


   Asst. 4-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 5-----Steve Huff


2nd Prayer----Cecil Douthitt


Read Scripture---Jack Green


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Marty Hammond 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Joe Phillips


Song Leader-------Preston Jackson


2nd Prayer------Justin Douthitt


Read Scripture ---Garrett Douthitt


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper----Jeff Lacquement


Announcements----Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Roger Pink


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Steve Tramell


 Invitation---Whit Hayes


 Closing Prayer---Rodee Bruns





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














